OF SOUTH CAROLINA

dered homeless; and, WHEREAS, such lands are exempt from
taxation for state and county purposes and the revenues of sev-
eral counties have been seriously depleted in consequence of the
removal of such lands from the taxable property in such counties;
and,WHEREAS, much of the said lands are suitable for cul-
tivation for agricultural purposes and should be returned to pri-
vate ownership and resettled as farm lands; NOW  THERE-
FORE,
SECTION 1: Joint committee on restoration of farm lands to
private ownership acquired by U. S. and prevent further acqui-
sition of rural lands by U. S.-That a special Joint Committee be
and the same is hereby created and established to investigate and
.study the feasibility and ways and means of restoring so much of
said lands so owned by the United States as are suitable for agri-
cultural purposes to private ownership, to the tax rolls to the several
counties wherein such lands are located and to use as homes and
farms for the people of South Carolina, and to devise ways and means
of preventing the further acquisition of privately owned lands in
rural areas in South Carolina by the United States or any of its
agencies.
SECTION 2: Personnel.-Said Committee shall be composed of
three members of the Senate to be appointed by the President there-
of, three members of the House of Representatives to be appointed
by the Speaker thereof, and the seventh member shall be the State
Forester of South Carolina.
SECTION 3: Make investigation and study.-Said Committee is
authorized and directed to make a thorough investigation and study
the lands in rural areas owned by the United States in South Caro-
lina and of the suitability of such lands for agricultural use and of the
feasibility and ways 'and means of having so much of said lands as
are suitable for agricultural purposes restored to private ownership.
and made available as homes and farms for the people of South Car-
olina, and to devise ways and means of preventing the further ac-
quisition of privately owned lands in rural areas in South Carolina
by the United States or any of its agencies,
SECTION 4: Report.-That said Committee be and it is hereby
authorized and directed to complete investigation and study and re-
port its findings, conclusions and recommendations to the General
Assembly on or before January 15,1947.
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